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8 mechanical act of starvation will mean nothing. One's
faith must remain undimmed whilst life ebbs out minute
by minute. But I am a very poor specimen of the practice
of non-violence, and my answer may not convince you.
But I am striving very hard, and even if I do not succeed
fully in this life, my faith will not diminish/'
Harijan, 14-3-'36
Germany is showing to the world how efficiently
violence can be worked when it is not hampered by any
hypocrisy or weakness masquerading as humanitarian-
^ism. It is also showing how hideous, terrible and terrify-
ing it looks in its nakedness.
Can the Jews resist this organized and shameless
persecution ? Is there a way to preserve their self-respect,
and not to feel helpless, neglected and forlorn ? I submit
there is. No person who has faith in a living God need
feel helpless or forlorn. Jehovah of the Jews is a God more
personal (than the God of the Christians, the Mussulmans
or the Hindus, though as a matter of fact, in essence, He
is common to all and one without a second and beyond
description. But as' the Jews attribute personality to God
and believe that He rules every action of theirs, they
ought not to feel helpless. If I were a Jew and were born
in Germany and earned my livelihood there, I would
claim Germany as my home even as the tallest gentile
German might, and challenge him to shoot me or cast me
in the dungeon ; I would refuse to be expelled or to submit
to discriminating treatment. And for doing so I should
not wait for the fellow Jews to join me in civil resistance,
but would have confidence that in the end the rest were
bound to follow my example. If one Jew or all the Jews
were to accept the prescription here offered, he or they
cannot be worse off than now. And suffering voluntarily
-undergone will bring them an inner strength and joy